
assisi@assisi.org.au+61 452 065 747 assisi.org.au

1

And Mbak Win, who first began making
banana chips at home to sell at the local
market. Today, Mbak Win now supplies her
banana chips to seven resellers, including local
shops and school canteens. Her small business
is now generating extra income for her family
and strengthening her confidence and
independence. 
   
On behalf of the hundreds more women like
those featured in this newsletter, thank you for
your support. 
 
Best wishes, 
Cate Coleman, CEO 
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highest standards of probity and accountability.
They ensure that we meet our obligations to the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the
Australian Council for International
Development, the Australian Charities and Not
for Profits Commission, and the Australian
Taxation Office.  
 
With much gratitude I thank the committee, the
operational team and our wonderful supporters
and donors.  
  
Best wishes, 
Elizabeth Morris OAM 

A message from the President and Chair of the Committee of Management
I continue to be appreciative of the generous
support that Assisi Aid Projects receives.  A big
thanks to our wonderful supporters.   
 
I am especially grateful for the support from the
Committee of Management which includes
finance, governance, and international
development professionals. They generously
volunteer their time to ensure that our funds are
carefully managed and directed to projects that
deliver genuine impact in line with our purpose,
vision and strategy. Their commitment is inspiring.  

The committee plays a vital role in our
commitment to promoting, and adhering to, the

Dear friends,
The best part about working at Assisi Aid Projects is
witnessing the real difference being made, thanks
to supporters like you. Every day we see strong
and resourceful women overcoming social and
economic barriers to build better futures for
themselves and their families. I am continually
inspired by them, and I know you are too. I
therefore wanted to use my letter to you to
squeeze in a couple more of the stories that have
been generously shared with us. 
  
Stories like Magi’s, 60, a farmer who used to lose
about 25% of her harvest due to poor
infrastructure. Now, thanks to local cold storage
facilities and improved market access, Magi can
maximise her harvest, reducing waste and
building a secure income for her family. 
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Mba Ruri is earning an income by weaving
bags, wallets, and baskets from recycled
packaging materials. This flexible, home-
based work is especially important because
Mba Ruri is a mother and the main caregiver
for her child with special needs. It allows her
to stay at home while still contributing to her
family’s income.  

Mba Ruri’s small craft business has helped
her to build confidence and learn new skills;
Mba Ruri has now expanded her business to
include making and selling homemade
snack foods, increasing her income even
further. Mba Ruri shows us how home-based
small businesses can be powerful first steps
for women who want to start a business but
face barriers such as caregiving or limited
mobility.

Weaving opportunity in Indonesia:
Mba Ruri’s story

A journey through our past projects
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Your support of Assisi over the years means the
world to us, and to the women and
communities we work with across the Asia
Pacific. Here's a snapshot of what we’ve
achieved across some of our past projects: 

Cambodia (2010-2020): We worked with over
10,000 people in Cambodia to build
sustainable microenterprises, strengthen
gender equality awareness, improve access to
education, and support women to take on
leadership roles. 

Timor-Leste (2011-2015): Our Healthy Mothers
project improved access to safe motherhood
and newborn care, from family planning
services to early childhood support, benefiting
over 27,570 people. 

Solomon Islands (2014-2017): We expanded
access to healthcare in the rural region of
Marovo Lagoon, by training medical
professions, upgrading facilities, and installing
essential infrastructure, supporting around
17,000 people. 

India (since 1985): 
Since Assisi Aid Projects’ establishment in 1985,
we have worked alongside thousands of
women and children in Tamil Nadu, creating
lasting change in many ways. Economically,
over 900 women have started businesses using
interest free loans and countless women have
learnt savings habits and practical work skills,
generating income and building financial
independence. Culturally, more than 1,800
women have felt empowered to start wearing
the bindi again, an important symbol often
denied to single, divorced and widowed
women. Socially, hundreds of women have
accessed free legal aid; over 3,000 people
have received psychological support; and
more than 3,500 women and girls have learnt
about women’s health.  

Looking ahead: We are very excited to
continue supporting women to build
sustainable livelihoods through our current
projects in Indonesia and Nepal, and future
projects in India! 



Evidence of change: Supporting
women to build sustainable
businesses in rural Nepal 

In Nepal we have been helping rural women
farmers to transform subsistence production
of apples, coffee, Marci rice (Himalayan red
rice), herbs, vegetables and walnuts into
small agricultural businesses. 

A recent independent external evaluation
assessed the project’s progress. Independent
evaluations are important because they
provide an objective assessment of whether
development projects are delivering real
results. The evaluation found the project is
effectively supporting women to build
income-generating enterprises. Through
practical training, women gained new
agricultural and business skills, increased their
confidence, and began selling their produce
in local markets. The evaluation documented
meaningful increases in income. Some
participants reported earning between NPR
100,000 and 900,000 per year (approximately
AUD $1,000 to $8,500) from produce sales. 
 
The evaluation also noted challenges such as
limited irrigation and transport infrastructure,
highlighting the need for continued support. 

Overall, the evaluation shows that when
women receive training, market
opportunities and modest investment, they
can build viable businesses, earn an income,
and support their families. 

Rajya is an apple and herb farmer in Jumla,
Nepal. She is an inspiring example of how
digital literacy can create impactful and
lasting change for small businesses and
farmers. Joining four community groups to
grow her connection with other women
working in agriculture and build new skills,
Rajya immersed herself in digital skills training.  
 
Digital skills training has supported Rajya to
learn new ways of communication. Rajya now
uses apps like WhatsApp for marketing and
understands how to do transactions on her
mobile phone. Using her phone, Rajya can
access new and growing markets, is
continually expanding her customer base,
and regularly interacts with and learns from
the community of women working in
agriculture. 
 
Rajya’s experience shows how digital literacy is
creating new pathways for women to connect
with their communities, expand their business
opportunities and create sustainable
livelihoods. 

From fields to phones: Rajya’s
journey with digitalisation 
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https://www.facebook.com/AssisiAidProjects

@assisi_aid_projects
                        
https://au.linkedin.com/company/assisi-aid-projects

End of Financial Year Donations

30 June 2026 is just around the corner!
It’s not too late to make a difference
with a donation as we approach the
end of the financial year. Many of our
supporters often dedicate an End of
Financial Year donation to a loved one,
in honour of their memory, while others
find it helpful to leave a Bequest to Assisi
Aid Projects Inc, ensuring their legacy
leaves a lasting impact. Assisi Aid
Projects is a registered ACNC
Deductible Gift Recipient. All donations
over $2 are tax deductible and
supporters will receive a receipt for their
tax return. 

Assisi Aid Projects Inc.
Ross House, Level 4

247-251 Flinders Lane
Melbourne VIC 3000

Australia
T: +61 452 065 747

E: assisi@assisi.org.au

CONNECT
WITH US!

Have you had a chance to look at our website? We post photos,
videos, and stories from project locations on www.assisi.org.au 

Assisi Aid Projects is a signatory to the Australian Council for International Development
Code of Conduct, which defines minimum standards of governance, management and
accountability for non-government development organisations. Our voluntary adherence to
the Code of Conduct demonstrates our commitment to ethical practice and public
accountability. Assisi Aid Projects has DFAT accreditation and complies with DFAT policies. We
acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of all the lands on which we work and live. We pay
our respects and express our gratitude to their Elders - past, present and emerging. 
REG: A0006479K ABN: 56511265170 

ALL DONATIONS OVER $2 ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLEAssisi Aid Projects offers a range of methods for making
donations. You can donate by:

1. ONLINE: at www.assisi.org.au and donate using your credit
card.  

2. DIRECT DEPOSIT into the Assisi Aid Projects account: We accept
payments directly into our account, please contact us and we
can provide details. 

3. CHEQUE: Please make out to Assisi Aid Projects Inc and mail to
us along with this form. 

4. DEBIT from a credit card (Visa and Mastercard only). 

Card Number: ___________________________________________

Card Expiry Date: ________________    CVV: ________________

Name (on card): _________________________________________

YOUR DETAILS: Please fill in your details below and return so we
can provide a receipt. 

Name: _____________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

Phone/Mobile: _____________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________________

I would like to receive future communications via: 
   O   post   O  email

I would like to support Assisi Aid Projects with a:

   O  Once-off donation of $__________   

   O  Regular donation of $ _________ per month
  You can change the amount you donate at any time by contacting us. 

please donateplease donate

thank you!thank you!
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