
Dear friends,

As a valued supporter, I do need to share some difficult news with you. You may
be aware that for many years, Assisi worked in India with the Integrated
Development Trust (IDT) and its predecessors on community-based programs
supporting rural women and families. Through practical skills development,
vocational training, savings groups and education support, these projects
contributed to stronger livelihoods and long-term community resilience. 

Over the past few years Assisi has been supporting IDT to improve their
governance and compliance practices. However, despite Assisi's efforts, we
recently identified serious governance and compliance issues with an IDT project,
funded by Assisi. Financial anomalies and compliance issues were confirmed by
an independent forensic review and legal advice from Australia and India. The
independent review and legal advice received led to the difficult decision to
cease funding and partnership arrangements with IDT. This decision was made
with deep regret, however it was necessary as part of our responsibility to
safeguard donor funds, meet Australian Government and international
development sector standards, and to maintain Assisi’s status as a registered
Australian charity. 

Assisi’s story began in India and we plan to continue to work in India to support
programs that empower women through sustainable livelihoods. We are already
planning our next project in India and we look forward to sharing more details
with you soon.

Warmest wishes,

Elizabeth Morris OAM 
President
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